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INTERNATIONAL  TfILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  TH3  F<R  EAST 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AffERICA,  et  al 

-vs- 

^RAKI,  Sadao,  et  al 


Sworn  Deposition 

Deponent:  SHIOTA,  Hiroshige 

I,  SHIOTA,  Hiroshige,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly 
sworn.  In  accordance  with  the  customs  and  practices  of  my 
country,  depose  and  state  as  follows: 

I  was  born  14th  October  1873  in  Kyoto  Prefecture, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Tokyo  Imperial 
University,  In  1899 »  majoring  In  surgery.  In  1911  I  received 
my  M.D.  degree  and  was  then  appointed  professor  of  the 
Tokyo  Imperial  University  In  charge  of  surgical  medicine. 

I  became  professor  emeritus  in  1937.  After  the  surrender 
of  Japan,  I  was  appointed  as  the  Chief  of  Ihe  ?!edlcal  Bureau 
of  the  "’elfare  -'Inistry  for  a  short  time  and  was  given 
the  rank  of  Shir-nln.  During  that  time  I  became  a  member 
of  the  Ho”se  of  Peers  representing  the  society  of  ebholars. 

At  present  I  am  an  advisor  to  the  Welfare  Ministry.  In 
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IITT’-"  “"“■=‘'‘1  in  the 

Since Surgery,  both  doBestle  end  foreign. 

=e  a«8  1  heve  been  the  Preel-dent  of  the  ripron 
WedJcal  College. 

’■'hen  assassins  made  a  successful  u 

.  *>uccessrul  attack  on  Prime 

Ilnlster  Hamaguchl  In  November,  iQ:»o  t 

1930,  I  was  the  chief  • 

.Physician  .hen  herd  ChSBberlaln  Susuhl,  Kantaro,  was 

.ttach  1 

February,  1,36.  He  Is  the  sa^e  Sucuhl  .ho  .as  Premier  at 
:  l.e  Of  dapan.s  surrender,  .gain  .hen  the  Minister  f 

St^te  HlranuBa,  Kllchlro.  .as  the  target  of  an  assassln.s 

attack  on  the  l4.th  nr 

^  of  August,  1941  nf  V,4 

i,  at  his  residence  In 

Nlshlohubo  vodobashl-hu,  lohyo.  I  .as  the  chief  attending 
.iPfeon.  The  attack  was  made  .ith  a  pistol. 

.ir^tceTh: "" " --  --  - 

-3  -use.as  attacked  anllt^rLr 

;:V7  --  Oonsenuently  y  aB  gllTI"  ^ 

following  medical  data  fron,  ^ 

^  "’y  nemory  of  the  case. 

.  ""  "  -- 

caij.  from  Dcr  ^utnki 

friend  of  mire  h»  r  ^ 

mine.  He  told  me  that  the  IMnlster  of  state 

Hlranuma  had  Just  been  assaulted  bv  an 

Peo-lved  sen  «snssln  and  had 
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addition,  I  hold  different  official  position  In  the 
Academic  oocletles  of  Surgery,  both  domestic  and  foreign. 
Since  1928  I  have  beer  the  Preslcdent  of  the  rippon 
Medical  College, 

’■’lien  assassins  made  a  successful  attack  on  Prime 
Minister  Hamaguchl  In  November,  1930,  I  was  the  chief  • 
attending  physician  and  likewise  I  was  the  chief  attend¬ 
ing  physician  when  Lord  Chamberlain  Suzuki,  Kantaro,  was 
made  the  target  of  ursuccessful  assassin's  attack  In 
February,  1936.  He  is  the  same  Suzuki  who  was  Premier  at 
the  time  of  Japan's  surrender.  Again  when  the  Minister  of 
State  Hlranuma,  Kllchlro,  was  the  target  of  an  assassin's 
attack  on  the  14th  of  August,  1941,  at  his  residence  in 
Nishlokubo  Yodobashl-ku,  Tokyo,  I  was  the  chief  attending 
surgeon.  The  attack  was  made  with  a  pistol. 

?'y  charts  which  I  kept  In  the  Hlranuma  case,  were  left 
at  his  residence  In  his  care  but  they  were  all  burned  when 
his  housewas  attacked  and  destroyed  In  the  early  morhing  of 
the  15th  ot*  August,  1945.  Consequently  I  am  giving  the 
follov.lng  medical  data  from  my  memory  of  the  case. 

Shortly  after  8:00  a.m.,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1941, 

I  had  a  telephone  call  from  Drr  Fufcnkl,  kerso,  a  physician 
friend  of  mine.  He  told  me  that  the  Minister  of  State 
Hlranuma  had  just  been  assaulted  by  an  assassin  and  had 
deceived  serious  pistol  wounds  In  his  neck  and  other  places 
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and  his  condition  was  critical.  Ke  was  deeply  concerned 
and  stated  that  my  assistance  was  needed  immediately. 

I  roshed  to  the  place  of  attempted  assassination  at  once 
and  I  found  that  the  place  of  the  assault  had  been  untouched 
by  the  authorities  and  that  the  Minister  of  State  had  not 
been  removed.  He  was  lying  there  covered  with  blood  which 
had  already  began  to  congeal  on  his  body.  My  examination 
revealed  that  he  was  conscious  but  that  he  was  in  a  critical 
condition,  his  complexion  was  deathly  pale  and  it  was  evident 
that  he  was  suffering  extreme  pain,  I  immediately  gave 

first  aid.  TO  I-eewW.  I  swabbed  the  wounds  and  adjacent 
areas,  applied  antiseptics  and  did  could  to  otour.eh- 


fluii'gf  liluuil 


gg=hTul .  beiin  extensive 
aad  ho-hnd  ilrrady-jlflit  nonfildannhle  All"  IIil  wwih^o 

u)du»^c(  u/t\  /fit  o*>i.  4^Aefe  ft 

tui'iou^.  Ono  of*  the  bulle^^entered  the  body  at  a 
point  below  the  right  Jav/  bone  and  coursed  upward^through 
the  base  of  the  tongue  and  emerged  at  the  back  of  the  tongue. 


breaking  the  socket  of  a  right 


jncisor  out  'through  the  upper 
penetrated  the  body  Von 

at: 


incisor  and  forcing  a  left 
ffnofAt  /•  bftff&t 

jaw. 


It.ff'  Sofi  r*9fhi/icu/ai^  /iae 
b«ft  64-4e  of  - the — faoo  and  lef-t 

_ _ 7  hu/fe-f 

s nou icieiH — Xne — woundfs  wore  ef  such — na turo — ^ ^ •*'  there  wan 

Ikt  A/’/'  Ace  ^AitA  bo^\j 

great  rlanyer  of  i^a^^etjor  and  I  knev/  that  shoul 


should  tharwounds 


become  ulcerous  and  the  infection  spread  to  the  throat, 
that  death  by  suffocation  would  be  inevitable.  l  also 


I 
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knew  that  if  suppuration  became  general,  that  the  blood 
poisoning  would  be  unavoidable  and  in  view  of  the  nature 
of  the  v^cunds,  ebsclut"!;*  fatal.  The  patient  was  over 
seventy  years  of  age  and  due  to  this  contributing  factor 
and  his  general  state  of  health,  I  despared  of  his  life 
for  the  fust  two  days  and  could  render  no  encouragjrg 
opinion  v/iiatoocvor.  P'ortunately  v/e  were  able  to  sui^cessfully 
avoid  infection  and  as  no  other  complication  developed, 
he  began  to  gradually  recover.  But  because  of  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  wounds,  and  other  contributing  factors,  his  recovery 
was  extremely  slow.  As  I  recall  at  the  time  when  we  probed 
for  the  bullets,  ••■e  failed  to  recover  ono  of  them  and  I 
think  it  is  still  in  his  body , embedded  in  the  flesh  under 
the  left  portion  of  his  upper  back. 

I  attended  the  case  for  over  three  months.  At  first 
I  paid  daily  visits  but  these. were  gradually  reduced  as  the 
patient’s  condition  became  raoi*e  satisfactory.  In  the  early 
stages  I  ordered  complete  rest,  excluding  his  ov/n  people 
from  the  bedside.  Later  I  permitted  visits  from  his  immedi¬ 
ate  family  members,  and  close  relatives,  but  thoy  were 
strictly  enjoined  from  talking  about  serious  m-itters,  especial¬ 
ly  politics.  Shortly  before  t!io  outbreak  of  the  Pacific 
War,  thora  was  to  be  a  meeting  which  v.as  to  be  h‘»jd  in 
the  Imperial  Palace.  Kiraniuna's  presence  was  especially 
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requested  nnd  he  wanted  to  go.  I  v.’as  consulted  on  the 
proposition  and  v/hlle  I  did  not  like  the  idea,  I  finally 
gave  my  permission  on  the  condition  that  he  he  accompanied 
by  two  secretaries  and  a  nurse.  I  had  never  before  allowed 
him  to  leave  the  premises  since  he  had  suffered  his  injury. 
Fortunately  the  trip  did  not  affect  him  adversely  as  he  was 
convalescing  nicely  and  he  gradually  recovered  his  health. 

On  this  26th  day  of  August,  19^7 
at  Tokyo 

/S/  SHIOTA  Hiroshige  (seal) 

I,  MORI,  Hoichl,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement 
was  sworn  by  the  Deronent,  v/ho  affl:ced  his  signature  and  sal 
seal  thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  Wit*^ess. 

On  the  same  date, 
at  the  same  place. 

Witness:  /{■/  MORI*,  Yoichi  (seal) 

OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  talk  the 
whole  truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

‘  /S/  SHIOTA,  Hiroshige  (seal) 
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Exh.  No. 


I 

I, 


EI’^ATA  sheet 


Page  3 

II  II  „ —  lire  12 

II  n  —  line  13 

H  «  — -  line  lA 

II  II  ---  line  15 

II  w  ---  line  l6 

4 

11  II - line  19 

N  M  — -  line  20 

n  II  ---  line  21 

H  II  line  22 


delete  "such"  and  "as  I  could" 

suhstm.te  "the  best"  for  "v/hat" 
delete  "to  stcrj^iCh" 


delete  entire  line 

delet-}  tho  entire  line  and  substitute 
"The  most  serious" 

delete  "were  ser^o^s.  One  of  the 
bullets"  substitute  "wound  was 
the  one  where  a  bullet" 


insert  -passing  rear  the  right 
carotid  a-tcr;'"  between  "upward 
and  "throubA" 


delete  "The  other  bullets"  and 
substitute  "Another  bullet" 


delate  fron  "on"  to  5'“ Jl''® 

"at  the  left  sapxaclavicr  1.  r  fo..se 


delete  the  entire  line  aru  i  -ti 

"remaine  in  the  body.  There  we.'e 
eovAral  bullet  wounds" 


delete  from  "great"  to  anu  and 
substitute  "on  the  « 

face  which  passed  through  the  body, 
and  substitute  "these  wounds"  fo^ 
"tl;e  wound" 
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